[Right ventricular dysplasia and sudden death in young people].
In this study two autoptic cases of right ventricular dysplasia, observed in young and asymptomatic subjects who died suddenly are reported. In these patients, the "primary" myocardial atrophy involved the right ventricle, the right atrium and the conduction system: the sinoatrial node and the internodal pathways (in both cases) and the hisian bifurcation (only in the second case). The primary ventricular dysplasia was always associated with "secondary" transmural hyperplasia of the sub-epicardial fat tissue except for the anterior wall of the pulmonary infundibulum. According to the findings observed, we think that: 1) in all cases of right ventricular dysplasia a careful examination of the conduction system must be performed due to the fact that the lethal arrhythmias can be not only "hyperkinetic" but also "hypokinetic" arrhythmias; 2) right ventricular dysplasia is a dysplastic-congenital disease and transmural fatty hyperplasia depends both on "primary" myocardial atrophy and on the presence of sub-epicardial fat tissue; the latter is related to the age of the patient.